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SUBJECT: PRESS BRIEFING SUMMARY 


THE FOLLOWING SUBJECTS OF INTEREST WERE COVERED DURING 
SPOKESMAN'S TUESDAY, APRIL 19 BRIEFING: 

1 . DESPITE EVER MOUNTING PRESS INTEREST IN WHETHER ERANCE 
HAS BEEN TESTING A NEUTRON BOMB ON HER OWN, SPOKESMAN WAS 
NOT IN A POSITION TO CONFIRM OR DENY SUCH NEWS MEDIA 
REPORTS. 


2. GENERAL TORRIJOS ON MONDAY EVENING EOLLOWING PASSAGE 
OF CANAL TREATIES, STATED THAT VIOLENT ACTIONS WOULD HAVE 
OCCURRED WHICH MIGHT HAVE SHUT DOWN THE CANAL BY THIS 
MORNING HAD NOT THE SENATE RATIFIED THE TREATIES. SPOKES- 
MAN RESPONDED: "WE HAVE SEEN ONLY A ROUGH TRANSLATION OF 
QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS AT THE TORRIJOS PRESS CONFERENCE, 
BUT HE WAS RESPONDING, IT APPEARED, TO A SERIES OF HYPO- 
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THETICAL QUESTIONS. WHAT IS IMPORTANT IS THAT PANAMA 
HAS ACCEPTED BOTH TREATIES WITH ALL RESERVATIONS AND 
CONDITIONS. PANAMA HAS HAD AN EXCELLENT RECORD OF COMPLY- 
ING WITH THE 1903 TREATY, WHICH IS OF COURSE MUCH LESS 
FAVORABLE TO IT THAN THE NEW TREATIES. PANAMA HAS A 
PARAMOUNT INTEREST IN THE NEW TREATIES AND IN KEEPING THE 
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CANAL OPEN AND SECURE IN THE FUTURE. THUS THERE IS EVERY 
REASON TO BELIEVE THAT PANAMA WILL FULLY COMPLY WITH THE 
NEW TREATIES. LET ME STRESS AGAIN THAT GENERAL TORRIJOS' 
STATEMENT ADDRESSED A HYPOTHETICAL SITUATION WHICH 
FORTUNATELY DID NOT OCCUR. I WANT TO ADD ONE LAST THING- 
THAT THE U.S. MILITARY, AS ALWAYS, HAS CONTINGENCY PLANS 
AND WE BELIEVE THAT THE SECURITY OF THE CANAL WILL BE 
MAINTAINED." 

3. AMBASSADOR ATHERTON'S SCHEDULED TRIP TO THE MIDDLE 
EAST WAS THE SUBJECT OF SUBSTANTIAL PRESS INTEREST. 

RESTON ANNOUNCED THAT ATHERTON'S POST-CAIRO TRAVEL PLANS 
WERE NOW IN QUESTION, WHEREAS PRIOR PLANS HAD CALLED FOR 
HIM TO GO TO ISRAEL. SPOKESMAN STATED: "THE PLANS WERE 
YESTERDAY THAT HE WAS GOING TO GO TO ISRAEL AFTER SEVERAL 
DAYS IN CAIRO, AND I THINK I DID SAY THAT WE SUGGESTED 
THAT IT WOULD BE A GOOD TIME FOR THE AMBASSADOR TO RETURN 
TO THE AREA AND THAT BOTH THE PARTIES AGREED AND SO THAT 
THE PLANS WERE FOR HIM TO GO. NOW I AM CITING THESE 
REPORTS IN THE ISRAELI PRESS THAT THE FOREIGN MINISTER 

OF ISRAEL MIGHT BE COMING HERE, AND OBVIOUSLY THE TWO 
ARE RELATED. IF DAYAN IS GOING TO COME HERE, PROBABLY 
ATHERTON WILL NOT GO TO ISRAEL." 

4. SOUTH AFRICAN DEFENSE MINISTER BOTHA IS QUOTED IN 
PRESS REPORTS AS HAVING SAID THAT THE UNITED STATES 
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IN 1976 ENCOURAGED SOUTH AFRICAN MILITARY OPERATIONS IN 
ANGOLA, AND ALSO THAT U.S. MILITARY AIRCRAFT LANDED IN 
ANGOLA BEARING MILITARY EQUIPMENT FOR INSURGENT GROUPS 
LINKED TO SOUTH AFRICA. SPOKESMAN RESPONDED: "THE 
DECISION OF THE SOUTH AFRICAN GOVERNMENT TO INTERVENE 
IN ANGOLA WAS MADE UNILATERALLY BY THAT GOVERNMENT IN WHAT 
IT CONSIDERED TO BE ITS OWN INTEREST. THE UNITED STATES 
DID NOT PARTICIPATE IN THAT DECISION. THE UNITED STATES 
PROVIDED NO ARMS TO SOUTH AFRICAN FORCES IN ANGOLA OR 
ELSEWHERE. NO AMERICAN GOVERNMENT AIRCRAFT DELIVERED 
ARMS TO ANY RECIPIENTS IN ANGOLA (BY WHICH I MEAN TO 
SAY NO AMERICAN AIRCRAFT LANDED IN ANGOLA.)" 

5. RESTON WISHES SECRETARY, CARTER, AND REST OF PARTY 
THE BEST OF LUCK IN MOSCOW. GODSPEED. CHRISTOPHER 
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